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1 INTRODUCTION 

In task 2.2 we developed the Investing Courses of the FINE Investor Academy. The 

Investor Academy is a part of the European FINE project. FINE stands for The Fintech 

Investor Network and Ecosystem. FINE’s aim is to build stronger connections between 

investors both locally and internationally. Its goal is to encourage investors to collaborate 

and invest together in fintech startups.  

The Fintech Investor Network and Ecosystem builds stronger connections among fintech 
networks, both locally and internationally. 

 

2 OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT  

The objectives of the Fine project are as follows: 

Objective 1: Increasing access to capital and investments in less-connected Fintech innovation 
ecosystems by building Fintech investment pipelines and screening methodologies to attract 
foreign investment 
 
Objective 2: Increasing the access of investors to the flow of local deals through the creation of 
an openly accessible Investor KnowledgeBase based on a thorough mapping of key local 
ecosystem players and the appointment of local FINE experts 
 
Objective 3: Improved accessibility of knowledge about investment, including introduction to the 
investment process through an Investor Academy and enhanced knowledge of local and 
international regulatory frameworks, networks and support systems 
 
Objective 4: Enhancing network connectivity and cooperation within Fintech innovation 
ecosystems and across borders through matchmaking and knowledge-transfer opportunities 
between Fintech innovators and investors supported by a new collaboration platform 
 
Objective 5: Facilitating inclusiveness and gender equality in Fintech innovation ecosystems, by 
empowering women through gender-responsive programs, models and support systems 

 

Finding a suitable fintech investment requires extensive research and ideally fellow 
investors with knowledge of the sector. Fintech startups themselves need to connect with 
investors from all over Europe. To encourage investors to collaborate and invest together 
in fintech start-ups all over Europe the Fine ecosystem and network has been created.  

 
 
  



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

3  INVESTORS ACADEMY 

 

As part of work package two which is the development of an Investor Academy, task 2.2 
had the following assignment: 
 
“With the help of pedagogical experts working in collaboration with the partners 
representing investors and Fintech hubs the material for the courses will be built. Specific 
courses will target mainly early investors, angel investors, women investors, young 
investors and other underrepresented social groups. These courses will lay the basis 
about investments (e.g. general info about stock market, evaluations, exits). In addition, 
it will introduce the concept of responsible investments. These will be both in complete 
online form as in hybrid forms.” 
 
 

3.1 METHODOLOGY 

 
After the research done in T2.1, we started developing the courses. During the 
development process it became clear that the material for the different target groups could 
be combined into one eLearning covering all the necessary information. Cooperation with 
the Elfin network for women investors helped us to develop a useful eLearning covering 
the basic material, based on our research and the added pedagogical experience of this 
network.  
 
Next to this some specific material, for example how to invest as a business angel or how 
to start your own VC to invest into Fintech were developed separately in the form of an 
article or podcast.  Further material that will be developed during the lifetime of the project, 
for instance tips for investors from outside of the EU, will be inegrated into the academy.  
 
 

3.2 TARGET GROUPS 

 
The target groups for the eLearning are: 

• Early investors  



 
 

 

 
 

• Angel investors  

• Women investors 

• Young investors 

• Other underrepresented social groups 

• New investors 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The target groups for the other content are more specific per product, for example: 

• Investors who want to become a business angel (article). 

• Investors who want to start their own VC (podcast) 

 

3.3 LIFECYCLE COURSES GOALS 

 
The courses are designed for those ready to take charge of their financial future and start 
investing. Whether you are a complete beginner or already have some knowledge, these 
courses will equip you with everything you need to build a sustainable investment strategy 
that suits your personal goals and lifestyle.  
 
After completing the introductory course there is a special module about investing in 
Fintech.  
 
As a starting or young investor, investing in Fintech companies can seem like a big step 

to take. It requires research and careful selection of the right companies to fit your 

investment goals and your portfolio. After having concluded this investing in eLearning 

and after making a couple of first investments, Fintech can be an interesting option to add 

to a portfolio as it is fast developing and becoming more and more important. The module 

will give more information about the Fintech market and companies and an approach to 

select Fintech investments. 

 

The course will teach people: 

• The fundamentals of investing: Get to grips with key investment concepts like 

stocks, bonds, and ETFs. 



 
 

 

 
 

• How to build one’s own investment strategy: A step by step guidethrough the 

process of creating a personalized investment plan. 

• Understanding risks and rewards: Learn how to assess risks and understand 

how different asset classes perform over time. 

• Long-term wealth-building techniques: Discover how compounding works and 

how to make money grow over the years. 

• How to select and diversify investments: It helps  choose the right mix of assets 

for a well-balanced portfolio. 

• Practical steps to get started: From opening an investment account to making 

the first purchase, a guide through the process. 

• How to incorporate sustainability into investing: Learn about ESG investing 

and how to align financial goals with someones values. 

• What are the opportunities and challenges of investing onto Fintech companies. 

 

 

3.4 COURSE CONTENT 

 

The list below contains the content of the eLearning course with some screenshots 
showing examples of content. The complete content is available under FINE SharePoint, 
T2.2.   

3.4.1 WELCOME 

 

3.4.2 WHY INVEST: BUILDING WEALTH AND FINANCIAL FREEDOM 

https://pariseuroplace.sharepoint.com/sites/Fine-Project/Documents%20partages/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FFine%2DProject%2FDocuments%20partages%2FWP2%2FT2%2E2%20%2D%20Educational%20Content%20Development%20%2D%20Investment%20LifeCycle%20Courses&viewid=5edffb49%2Dda1a%2D4c36%2Dbd8b%2D003948e167fc


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

• How to make money with Investing 

• Different Investment products 

• Compound interest the power of letting your money work for you 

• Passive income making money while you sleep 

• The 8% rule 

• Investor ABC common terms 

• Summary chapter 

 

3.4.3 RISKS OF INVESTING 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Thinking mistakes in investing 

• When to save versus when to invest 

• Summary chapter risks 

 

3.4.4 THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF SMART INVESTING 

• Diversification the key to reducing risk 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

• Dollar cost Average 

• Summary chapter 

 

3.4.5 YOUR INVESTMENT PLATFORM 

• Where to begin 

• Choosing a broker or bank 

• Five popular European platforms 

• FAQ choosing an investment platform 

• Summary chapter 

 

3.4.6 INVESTING IN STOCKS 

• History of the stock market 

• Why invest in stocks 

• What is a stock 

• How to make money dividends and price appreciation 

• Doing research: how to find a good stock 

 

 

 

• Key factors in analysis 

• Getting started, buying your own shares 



 
 

 

 
 

• Summary chapter shares 

 

3.4.7 INVESTING IN BONDS 

• What are bonds 

• Bonds versus shares 

• How to invest in bonds 

• Summary chapter bonds 

 

3.4.8 ETF INVESTING 

• ETF what is it and how are they created 

• Choosing an ETF in 5 steps 

• How to analyze an ETF 

• Inspiration, 3 popular ETF’s 

• Summary chapter ETF’s 

 
 

3.4.9 SUSTAINABLE INVESTING 

• What is sustainable investing 

• ESG and SRI a deeper look 

• How can you start investing sustainably 



 
 

 

 
 

• Summary chapter sustainable investing 

 

3.4.10 YOUR INVESTMENT STRATEGY 

• 9 key questions to build your investment portfolio 

 
 

• Determine your investment amount 

• Popular investment strategies 

• This is how puck invests 

• This is how like invests 

• This is how Celine invests 

• This is how Ilja invests 

• This is how Annemarie invests 

• This is how Agnes invests 

 

3.4.11 INVESTING INTO FINTECH 

• What is fintech and why should you invest in it 

• The Fintech market in more detail 

• Why would you want to invest into Fintech 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

• What will the investment look like 

• How to evaluate a Fintech company 

• Cross border Fintech investments 

• Join the FINE network to find sustainable Fintech investments 

 
 
 

 
 

Next to the eLearning we have the article about business angels. 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

4 CONCLUSIONS  

 
The different content built for this academy had as an objective to generate innovative 
information for investors regarding investing in Fintech.  
This academy has created as much information as possible in the same place, to bring 
meaningful insights to potential Fintech investors.  
 
The content of the academy is already available on the project’s SharePoint.  

The time to structure all the modules on the website requires a small transition period, 

therefore the content will be freely accessible on the website in a couple of weeks. 

Partners will be able to track numbers of visitors, and other KPIs relevant for the project.  

As partners we will continue organizing workshops, webinars and interviews for the 

dissemination of the project; some of the content that will be created in the next months 

might be adapted and uploaded into the academy as well.  


